Race Report
Final 2010

As I write this last instalment for 2010, I look back on the racing season at the club: starting in May with a training camp for Laser sailors run by Jon Hey, to a couple of great summer regattas to the Ontario Summer Games to a bunch of Laser masters travelling to Ottawa along with the Y-Flyer fleet, Parker and Michelle and the Opti’s venturing across eastern North America it was very busy race year at the club.  Club racing also saw an extremely busy season as well with almost 90 races run, thanks to Judy, who ran all the those races along with 26 regatta races.  

Ottawa Valley Laser Masters

Aug. 28-29

On the weekend of Aug 28-29, eight Laser sailors: Dave, Norm, Mike, Indrek, Tony, Jeff, Scott and even Judy, (who borrowed a boat with a radial sail) ventured to Ottawa for the Ottawa Valley Laser Masters regatta at the Lake Deschenes Sailing Club.  Close to 40 Lasers were on hand for the event, which included a number of Canadian and World Championship competitors; it was one of the strongest fleets this regatta has seen.  The venue, on Shirley’s Bay on the Ottawa River, has a nice fairly modern clubhouse and a large grassy area around the club.  Boat launch is off the shoreline, which is made of rocks.  This year the water was very low making launching a little delicate, there are large rocks off shore a few feet below the water level meaning you could not put your centreboard or rudder down until well clear of the shore.  The river at this point is a couple miles across allowing for any number of course set-ups.  The weather for the weekend promised to be very hot and the wind was forecasted to be in the 8-10 knot (20kph) range.  Saturday morning brought light winds and temperatures in the high 20’s.  The race committee, decided to send everyone out and wait for the wind to build.  The first race, which was going to be an upwind downwind, saw a general re-call, as many boats were over early.  The next race was one of the strangest races this sailor has ever seen.  A clean start was given, even though a timing error was seen, the race was started after only 4 minutes not the usual 5.  As the race began, a number of boats got off on a clear tack to the left and made the upwind mark ahead of the rest, among those were Mike in 1st, Dave 3rd and Scott 7th.  At the leeward mark the race committee put up the Charlie flag denoting a change in course.  The committee moved the upwind mark slightly closer to another mark that was going to be used in case there was a reaching leg.  This caused confusion as the 1st sailors around the leeward mark sailed off toward the reach mark and then some sailed off to the real mark.  Finally, after 45 minutes of hard racing and only a short distance left to go the race was called off!   Boy, was that frustrating.  The next race saw a clean start as half the fleet went right and half went left.  As the race progressed the fleet started to bunch up at the last leeward mark and it seemed like all 37 boats were converging at the same time.  Chaos occurred, as some boats were pushed out and some were pulled in, after the race the fleet was sent in for lunch, which consisted of cold cuts, salads and deserts.  

The afternoon racing started at about 2:00pm.  As the wind from the southwest started to build, the race committee decided on an Olympic triangle course with reaching legs.  We were told that the side of the course closest to the club was quite shallow.  This meant that you could easily get your mast caught in the mud if you death rolled.  Over the afternoon, 3 races were run as the wind built to 12-15 knots.  A number of racers, including a couple from Sudbury went over on the down winds and got their mast stuck in the mud, once that happened they needed help from the race crew and were awarded a DNF.  By the end of the afternoon, all were pretty tired and looked forward to good meal.  Sudbury results saw Mike go 8, 14, 8 15, Indrek went 12, 20, 12, 18.  Norm went 13, 19, 15, 20, Dave went 22, 18, 32(DNF), 16 followed by Tony 14, 22, 32(DNF), 27, then Jeff 25, 26, 23, 14 then Scott 28, 24, 24, 24.  All in all it was great day of sailing in very competitive fleet and I certainly learned a lot about sailing in big fleet.

On Saturday night, a steak dinner was served up, with 1 twist; you cooked your own steak on the BBQ.  Along with potatoes and lots of salads the meal was great way to end the day.

Sunday dawned with almost no wind as the fleet rigged on shore.  At 10:30 we were sent out to the course to wait for the wind to arrive.  The wind filled in around 11:45 and the race was started.  Again, half the fleet was at the pin and half at the committee boat end, the wind seemed to fill in on the left first and that side had the advantage.  As the race progressed the front half of the fleet kept its advantage until the very last mark rounding.  As in 1st race on Saturday, the wind died at the front and the rest of the fleet caught up and again the all boats tried to go round the mark at once.  The result was Scott, who was in the leading pack lost this advantage and finished near the back while Mike, Norm and Indrek, who were all behind, finished in the top 15.  Again, a hard lesson learned!

With 10 minutes to go before the cut off time for the last race to start of 1:00pm, the 5-minute count down for the next race was started.  With the fleet itching to get started, a general recall was called as many boats were apparently over early.  With the time now being 12:58pm there would not be enough time to start another race and the fleet was sent in ending the regatta.  A frustrating way to end the day, but a fair one.  Some outstanding results were seen as Mike finished 8th overall and 3rd in the Masters fleet.  Norm, Indrek, Tony and Jeff all had top 15 results.  Dave’s best finish was a 16th and was in 3rd in the abandoned race.  Scott had 3-24th places and was a bit unlucky to not be in the top 15 at least once when he was 7th in the called off race and was 14th the last race before losing his position at the last mark rounding.

Thanks to the race organizers for putting on a great regatta and I think most of us will be back next year.

Club Racing

The last 3 weeks of the season were busy ones, with lots of races being run: the wind still co-operating and temperatures still being warm.  As daylight shortened, not as many races were run at nights with the last night races being held Thursday Sept. 2 and the final club weekend race on Sunday Sept. 5.  The SYC regatta was run on the weekend of Sept. 11-12.  The results saw Dave win the Laser’s with Pierre taking the Y’s.  The overall final results, posted on the SYC web site, saw Mike win both the Laser Blue (Sunday) and the Gold series (Thursday) and Norm taking the White series (Tuesday).  Mike also won the regatta series and took the overall title with Indrek 2nd and Norm 3rd.  In the Y-Flyer series, Pierre won the White and Blue series while newcomer Brian Martin won the Gold.  Pierre took 1st overall with Warren 2ndand Rob 3rd.

I think everyone who took part in the years racing enjoyed themselves and will remember it as being one of the windiest and warmest summers we’ve had in a while.  Thank you to all those who helped put on this years program and to Judy, a big thanks for being there all summer long!

See you next year.

The Not So Anonymous Laser Racer.

