July Wrap-up 2011

July has come to an end (well almost, 1 more race day to go) and racing is getting hot, literally.  The weather has done a complete turn around from June.  Instead of cool, cloudy, rainy conditions, July has seen sunny, hot and I mean hot, sunny and windy conditions; just what we want.  Club racing has heated up as more sailors have made an appearance on the scene.  Also, the NorthShore Regatta was held, more on that later.   The three club series, Blue Sunday, white Tuesday and gold Thursday had a slow start are now being frequented by more sailors both in the Laser and the Y fleets.  

The Sunday (blue) series is lead by Indrek, followed by Gary then Scott and then Dave with only 10 points separating 2nd from 4th.   There have been 12 races held, and a total of 10 racers taking part.  In the Y fleet, Pierre leads Warren followed by Brian.

The Tuesday (white) series is again lead by Indrek followed by Dave then Gary, the three of them have sailed in all 12 races held.  For the Y’s, Robert leads the way followed by Pierre then Warren.  They have sailed a total of 11 races.

In the Thursday (gold) series, Indrek again leads the way followed by Dave then Scott.  A total of 18 races have been run so far.  For the Y’s Pierre leads Warren followed by Rob, they have sailed a total of 15 races. 

A quick note on the Y fleet: there have many crews that have sailed so far this year and I do not have all the names. So as not to offend any one I will omit the crew names for now, may-be I can get a complete list at a later date.

A couple of guest Laser sailors appeared on the scene this July.  Jon Hey, home from Baffin Island, sailed in a couple of club series races and also the NorthShore regatta: his results were a 3rd in the NorthShore and a couple of 1sts and “others” in club racing, no rust on his skills.  Chris Sivers arrived on scene in late July and sailed on a Tuesday night and in some strong wind and enjoyed himself.  Also, Chris Hey has turned out for a couple of race nights.  Norm Hey, a stalwart Laser racer turned out in early July after cycling around Spain for the month of June.  Unfortunately, he suffered a cycling accident and will not be able to sail for the rest of the season.  We wish Norm a speedy and pain free recovery.  Another sailor who has seen the light of Laser racing is Gary Hollman, who has decided to take part in the fun.
So, it has been an up and down summer so far, with the last three weeks being stellar for racing, let’s hope the rest of season follows suit.

NorthShore Regatta

July 16-17, 2011

The weekend of July 16-17 saw the return of the NorthShore Regatta hosted by the Laser fleet.  A total of 13 Laser’s, 5 Y Flyer’s and 1 MOB boat took part in what turned out to be super weekend of racing.  The laser fleet consisted of Indrek, Dave, Gary Bota, Gary Hollman, Jeff, Scott, Jon Hey, Tony, and Mike.  Also from the Barrie Yacht Club, Jack Pearce and Bill Evans and from New Liskeard Steve Goddard.  The Y fleet saw Pierre, Warren, Brian and, Graham and the Coutu brothers (not sure of the crew names) out.  The lone MOB boat saw Ron Glassford going solo.  A total of 10 races were held in variety of conditions, as the wind got stronger as the days progressed.  The temperatures were in the low 30,s and the winds ranged from as low as 5k Saturday morning to as high as 30 k.  Some big shifts and bigger gusts were scene through out the weekend, so your fortunes depended on where you were on the course, just ask Jack Pearce, who in one race went from 1st to 8th on one upwind leg.  Six races were run on Saturday down in CPR bay as the Dragon Boat races were being staged at the Canoe Club.  The wind started of slowly as PRO (that’s Principal Race Officer) Judy announced that racing would begin at 10:00am sharp.  The wind was 3-5k from the south at best, so it took a while to get all the boats to the course with the last couple of Lasers getting a tow from Ron Glassford. The course was an Olympic triangle set-up with the start finish line in the centre of the long upwind downwind leg.  Three races were held before lunch as the wind was building, but ever so slightly. After lunch Judy announced racing would begin at 2:15pm.  The wind stated to pick up and by the time we hit the water it was up to 20k gusting to 25k.  Another three races were held in the afternoon, with some interesting results.  Scott almost won his first regatta series race, only to be nipped by Mike at the line after leading the whole race.  Mike won 3 races on the day and was able to handle the conditions well.  Jon and Indrek each won a race along with Jack who won race 5. 

After the first day, Mike was leading followed by Indrek then Jon.  In the Y fleet, Warren led the way followed Pierre then Graham 1 point behind.  In the MOB fleet Ron Glassford being the only boat in the fleet was leading having sailed 4 out of the 6 races.   

Saturday night saw a buffet dinner serves up with all the trimmings.  Everybody enjoyed the nice weather and great food while discussing the day’s events.  Just a quick note of interest, Jack drove up to Sudbury in his homemade roadster while pulling his laser behind him, it sure was an interesting sight seeing him on the highway as Scott, who returning from being south passed him on highway 69 near Sudbury.

Sunday’s weather dawned pretty much the same as Saturday, sunny hot with some wind.  Judy was able to set the course back in the usual area, seeing how the dragon boats were finished, with one exception, the racecourse buoys were still up so you had to be careful where you went.  At 10:00am when racing started, the winds were out of the southwest at about 10k and by 11:00am had built to 20 and by 1:00pm it was blowing about 25k, with four races being run on a triangular course.  The fight for first was heating up, as Indrek, who won 2 races and was never out of the top 3, was able to hang on to beat Mike by 1 point.  Mike’s chances were dashed in race 9, when his outhaul let go putting him back in 10th place in that race.  Jon and Dave tied for 3rd after the throw outs.  Jon was awarded 3rd based on overall results, even though he was over early in the last race and had to restart and was able to work his way back up to finish 5th.  Jack, who had an up and down weekend finished 5th, even though he did not start the last race.  In one race he was leading going into the long upwind leg only to find himself in the middle of the pack at the mark.  So go the shifty winds on Ramsey Lake.  The fight for 6th was really tight.  Gary, who missed the first race, got 6th on the strength of some great sailing beating out Jeff by 2 points and Scott by 3.  In the last race, Gary capsized just before the start and was a minute behind, but a great decision to stay left on the first leg got him back in the race as rounded the first mark in the top 5 and finished 4th.  In the ninth race he was 7th coming to finish line only to get a huge lift powering him past 4 boats to finish 3rd.  Jeff placed 7th on the strength of some great sailing on Sunday with a 5th, 4th, 6th and 7th place finishes respectively.  Scott 7th overall had mixed results. After narrowly missing his first win on Saturday, he also was nipped by Indrek for 3rd place in race 6.  Said Mike, after Saturday’s races “the least you could have done was beat him for me”, said Indrek as well, “ the least you could have done was beat him for me”.   His Sunday results were average at best, as he could not match Gary’s and Jeff’s results.  Steve Goddard placed 8th, having difficulty with the shifty variable winds, when the wind picked up latter in the day he was able to move up.  I think he really enjoyed the competition, as there are not many Lasers in New Liskeard.  Bill Evans placed 9th, saying he just does not get enough time in the boat.  Tony Hick was 11th, only racing in 5 of the 10 races.  Finally the newest member of the fleet, Gary Hollman placed 12th, sailing in first big regatta in a Laser, having completed 8 out of the 10 races.  As the wind picked up on Saturday afternoon he decided discretion was the better part of valour as he retired before the last race.   He later said he was pretty tired having capsized a couple times, and decided not to risk injury and boat breakage in that last race.  So congrats to Gary for competing and doing himself proud.

In the Y fleet, it was Warren nipped Pierre by 2 points after the throw outs.  Graham was 5 points back was 3rd.  Brian was 4th followed by The Coutu brothers in 5th.

Ron Glassford the only MOB boat to compete was 1st completing 6 out of the 10 races again sailing solo.

So another great edition of the NorthShore Regatta has come to a close.  As organizer Dave Sivers said, “gee, I don’t know many of these we’ve had but there has been a lot of them”.  As Jack Pearce put it, “ the competition up here has improved so much, as anybody can win at any time”.  We would like to thank all the volunteers for their time and effort over the weekend; without them we have no regatta.  Because I do not have all the names of the volunteers, I will not offend anybody by forgetting their names.  But they’re a couple that I will mention.  Thanks to Dave and Pat Sivers for their dedication to the Laser fleet and the Club for organizing the regatta.  Thanks to Judy and her crew for being on the water for 2 days of great racing and to Mandy Hey and her crew for putting on great meals over the weekend.

See you next year!

Remember:  "Less haste; more speed."
Scott

