Race Report 


Sunday May 30, 2010

Upon reflection of the length of the first report, I decided to send out the details of the opening day of racing as its own report.

This picture is from the World Laser Championships held in Nova Scotia Last summer; think our start lines are busy…

First, a couple of items omitted from the spring report.  One benefit, among others, of the Ontario Summer Games coming to the SYC this summer was the fact that the Ontario Sailing Association offered a Race Officials course to SYC members.  A number of members took part in a 2-day seminar that covered all aspects of putting on a race and came away with “Assistant Race Official” titles and now can work towards becoming a “Race Officer” that being the person in charge of a regatta.  They now can officiate at regattas all across Canada and are in the Canadian Yachting Associations (CYA) database.  Bye the way Judy Aavisto is our resident official “Race Officer” recognized by the CYA as being able to run a regatta and will do so at a number of events this year.

Second, the Laser fleet has an annual trophy it has presented since 2004.  It is presented in honour of one of SYC’s most distinguished sailors, Manfred Heninniger.  The inscription reads:   “Manfred Henninger has sailed Lasers in Sudbury and around the world.  His pursuit of excellence has only been surpassed by his love of sailing.  In his honour, the Sudbury Yacht Club proudly awards the Heninnger Cup annually to a Laser sailor of distinction.”

Winners of the cup have been: 2004 Cam Ward, 2005 Indrek Aavisto, 2006 Dave Sivers, 2007 Judy Aavisto, 2008 no award winner.  In 2009 the cup was presented to Scott Avery for his dedication to the Laser fleet; being suspected of the being the “Anonymous Laser Racer”, sailing in the most races, something like 86, and never complaining that he has never won a race.  Scott was quoted, “I’m pretty humbled by the honour as I sail for the fun, love of the sport and the friendly, helpful competition from the other sailors.”

Now onto racing; 

Sunday brought a beautiful day bright sunny with temperature in the mid twenties and wind from the east at 5-10 knots (10-20kph’s).  Bye the way, winds from the east blow all the way from Moonlight Beach down to the club.  Judy set a long windward-leeward course with help from Scott on the crash boat (new member?).  Three races were held, with 2 fleets of boats out.  There were 6 Lasers: Indrek, Scott, Lauren, Jeff, Dave and Jon Hey, along with Pierre and Warren and on Y’s and Parker and Michelle on the 29’er.  

The Laser fleet saw a 1st time winner in race 1.  Lauren got a great start and lead the entire way round as no one could match her downwind speed. Scott, who was 2nd off the start faded to 5th, Indrek moved into 2nd at the windward mark and stayed there throughout.  Jon sailed behind Indrek into 3rd.   Dave, who arrived a minute late at the start line, caught both Scott 5th and Jeff 6th, who was out for the 1st time this year, on the second downwind leg to finish 4th.  

The second race saw Scott get the best start and the early lead ahead of Lauren, Indrek, Dave and then Jeff while Jon was called over early and had to restart.  Scott held the lead all the way to the leward mark where the rest of the boats caught a big puff to close the gap to few a boat lengths.  Scott and Indrek tacked to starboard right away and went up the left side while everyone else went stayed on port.  Indrek showing his skill and speed was able to pull ahead of Scott and the rest to take over the lead.  At the 2nd windward mark it was Indrek, Lauren, Dave, Jeff, Scott and Jon in that order.  Lauren capsized at the leward mark and allowed Dave to get to 2nd, while Jeff and Scott saw an opportunity to pass her, Lauren, having none of that, righted quickly and got on her way.  Indrek took 1st followed by Dave 2nd, Lauren 3rd, Jeff 4th Scott 5th and Jon, who never recovered from being over early, 6th.

The 3rd race saw Indrek get a lead followed Lauren then Dave, Scott, Jeff then Jon, who was called over early again.  The wind increased just enough to make the downwind leg a little more fun.  At one point the fleet was spread out in a line across the water all approaching the leward mark together, except for Indrek who had a slight lead.  Dave was able to fetch the mark from the inside forcing everyone else to the outside, Lauren was next followed by Scott, Jeff then Jon.  Indrek held his lead to the end followed by Dave in 2nd, Lauren held on to 3rd in front of Jon in 4th.  Scott was ahead of Jeff with both on starboard, with Jeff being to windward.  Scott tried to tack over and cross in front of Jeff but was forced to tack away again when he thought he couldn’t make it.  Jeff said later he thought Scott could have made it.  Any way Jeff got 5th and Scott was 6th.

The Y-Flyer fleet consisted of 3 boats Pierre and crew and Warren and crew and Parker and Michelle on the 29’er.  Warren got the better of Pierre going 1,2,1 and Pierre going 2,1,2.  While Parker in the 29’er went 1,1,1, although head to head against the Y’s Parker won the 1st and 3rd races.

All who attended had a great day, as the wind and temperatures cooperated making the 1st day enjoyable.

Remember, "If it's brown go around, if it's green it's lean, if it's blue go through."
As the water level is low, I thought this was appropriate. 
The Not So Anonymous Laser Racer.

