Ottawa Valley Laser Masters 2012

While driving down Highway 17 from Sudbury to Ottawa for the 2012 Ottawa Valley Laser Masters Regatta, my thoughts drift back to last year’s event.  The first day was hot and humid with light winds, which required a light touch and deft skill to keep the boat moving along with lots of water intake to keep from dehydrating.  The next day required a daring and hopefully don’t sink attitude as Hurricane Irene blew through with winds in the 25-30 knot range, temps in the middle teens and swells of 3 to 4 feet which broke over the top of bow filling the cockpit every 2nd wave.  

This year’s forecast was for temps in the low 30’s with a humidex in the high 30’s and winds variable from 3-10 knots from the NE.  That being said, I decided to register in the Radial fleet again this year, as you never know about wind.  

Upon arrival at the club, Regatta Chair Janet Foster was there to greet me and offered assistance if I required to unpack.  As this was my third visit to Ottawa, I was acquainted with their facilities and was easily able to set up for the next morning. The club is located on Shirley’s Bay on the western edge of Nepean off Rifle Range Road, where you can hear the unsettling sound of guns shots at all hours of the day.  The venue has a nice modern clubhouse and a large grassy area filled with picnic tables lounge chairs and a BBQ’s.  

I arrived on Saturday morning at 8:30am to rig; I like to get there early as mistakes in rigging can occur if you’re rushed.  The skippers meeting was scheduled for 10:00am with a first start set for 11:00am.  The temps were already in the high 20’s and the wind was light from the NE (down the river from Ottawa).  27 Lasers, 22 Standards and 5 Radials from Ontario, Quebec and North-Eastern United States were on hand.  A windward leeward course was set with a long first upwind and a fairly short last leg as winds were from the NE at 3-5 knots.  The 1st race start saw most boats trying to start at the pin end, as it looked favoured.  Seconds before the gun, I decided to try the pin, but as the gun went I was immediately blanketed by the boats above me and lost any momentum I had.  Being really impatient, I tacked out to look for clean air only to have all the boats from the committee boat end coming over top of me.  Having ducked all their transoms, I found my self-alone sailing off to the starboard layline thinking this is not good.  Tacking back to starboard I noticed a couple of boats behind me so all was not lost.  While behind I thought, “Get a better start next race and don’t lose any more spots in this race.”  Final results after 50 minutes of racing was a 21st, not great, but it can only get better from here.  

Before the start of the second race, the RC adjusted the course as the wind started to swing around to the east, as winds were again variable at about 5 knots.  The start saw an even line as boats just tried to get a spot.  I was in the middle with a good place, thinking just poke your nose out there and sheet in and go, the gun goes and I hear “026 over early” thinking to myself my number is 126 and there are no other boats close to that it must be me, then I hear “0126 over early”.  Heck, or some expletive, I thought about last year, I was OCS in 1 race as I did not hear my number and was DQ’d.  So back I go, having to miss all the boats behind me, dip over the line and off I go.  With clean air I head out on port looking for wind.  I look back and I see a few boats out on starboard struggling, allowing me to gain a few spots.  A few moments later, a lift appears and I tack over and am heading straight for the mark in the middle of the pack.  My fortunes just improved greatly rounding about 18th.  I was able to make some small gains on the remaining legs to finish 16th after 50 minutes of racing.  After the finish, we were sent in for lunch, which consisted of cold cuts, salads, deserts and cold drinks, a nice break during an increasingly hot day.

The afternoon races, which started around 2:15pm, saw another wind shift, this time swinging around to the southeast, almost directly off shore from the club with wind speeds in the 6-10 knot range.  The race committee decided on a modified triangle course to take advantage of the increased wind-speeds.   A clean start was seen for race 3 and this time I was cautious as not be over early, starting on starboard near the pin heading for left side with half the fleet inside me.  After being pushed out a little further than I would like, I tacked over and rounded with 5 or 6 boats behind me.  On the reach leg, I decided to sail more to the inside to gain the advantage at the gybe mark.  With 2 boats close and I tried to solidify my lead by getting out front, as I approached the mark, both of boats disappeared as they capsized preparing to round.  After rounding clean, I was able to keep my spot all the way to the finish, being careful not to death roll on the downwind leg.  So after about 35 minutes of racing I secured 17th with most my Radial competition behind me.  Before race 4, the RC again was forced to change course, this time moving the windward mark way down near the club, almost out of sight and reverting to a windward leeward course.  This time my start was a little better as I was able to start with some boats to the left of me.  With the fleet split it was coin flip as to which side was favoured.  I decided to live and die on the port lay line and was able to round the mark in about 15th place.  On the downwind, I decided play it safe to maintain my lead on those behind me as opposed to try go for broke and risk a death roll.  On the long and I mean long upwind, I was able to cover those behind while trying not to lose those in front.  After 65 minutes of racing a 15th place was secured, my best result of the day.  After the finish, we were sent in, as this was the last race of the day.  Of course, the wind piped up and we had a great sail back to club.  So after 4 races, I was not so securely in second place in the Radial fleet, far behind first, but only slightly ahead of third.  

After a long day on the water, supper was served up with a cook your own steak, baked potatoes, salads, deserts and cold drinks.  A great way to finish a long hot day on the water.

Sunday dawned sunny, warm with humidity building and winds again from the southeast at about 8 knots.  Racing was scheduled for a first start at 10am sharp.  All races for the day were all sailed on a windward leeward course again with a long first up wind leg and fairly short upwind leg to the finish. The first race saw a clean start and again half the fleet going left and half right.  This time I had good slot in the middle of the start line on starboard going left and was able to keep my speed up and stay in the top half of the fleet as we rounded the first mark.  On the downwind, I played it safe as to not lose any places but still looking for any mistakes of those in front.  After rounding in the same place and I decided to split off those behind and chase those in front.  Seeing my main competition USA 178612 (Sally Sharp), off to the right I decided to see if I could catch her (boy she is fast) although we were on opposite sides of the course.  I rounded the mark a couple of boats lengths behind her.  Then I watched Ms Sharp sail away, picking off a couple boats as she went.  I decided to sail up the middle, just staying cool playing it safe.  As the leg progressed I was able to pass 2 boats (1 death roll and 1 on the outside out the gusts) and rounded the last mark right behind Ms Sharp, with her safely in front of me I decided to cover those behind and maintain my place.  So a 13th place finish (Ms Sharp was 12th) was achieved, my best result yet, keeping my main Radial competition behind me and maintaining my 2nd overall place. The next race saw a general recall, although nobody heard the horns, too bad as I was able cross a lot of the fleet on starboard, oh well that’s racing.  The last 2 races of the day were pretty much identical for me as I decided to cover my opponents behind in the standings to ensure that I was able to maintain my 2nd place in the Radial Fleet.  The wind piped up to about 12 to 15 knots and it was full on hiking conditions for the rest of the day. As there was no way to catch Ms Sharp, I decided to let her go and concentrate on being ahead of 3rd place Allan Goldrosen who had a handicap advantage on me of 1 point per Race, meaning that I had to place at least 2 spots in front of him each race to ensure my placing.  Although the starts were clean, I had to be careful not to be over early or fouling anyone.  After the starts, I was looking to find my Radial counterparts and solidify a lead, which I did.  Both races were eerily similar as I was able to get in front of the rest of the Radials and make sure a couple of Standard rigs were between us.  So an 18th in race 6 and a 17th in race 7 were the final results of the day, not spectacular but, in the end, I was happy with the final result: 2nd in the Radial Fleet and 17th overall.  So after 3 races on the day the race committee sent us in, completing the day’s activities.  Again, a nice lunch along with some cold beverages was waiting for us when we arrived on shore.  A quick note of thanks to the junior members of the club who wheeled out the dollies and helped secure our boats.

The overall winner was Bill Fuller from the Britannia Yacht Club in Ottawa and the Radial winner was Sally Sharp from the Mascoma Yacht Club in New Hampshire, USA.

So comes to the end of the Ottawa Valley Laser Masters for 2012, once again the Lake Deschenes Sailing Club has out done its self with a well-run regatta and hospitality second to none.

Scott

PS Here is a link to the pictures from the regatta.

 https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=105871394288400289865&target=ALBUM&id=5787286857613423281&authkey=Gv1sRgCJ_gq8SU1NrrkwE&feat=email
 

