“View From the Transom”-Week 1

or 

“View of the Transom’s”-Week 1

Vale Regatta

June 16-17

Plan to be there.
I was deciding what to call this report; it seemed a few years ago for me anyway the later was more appropriate, but after this report may-be the former is better. Any way, enjoy the read.  Bye the way, I prefer the former!

As summer seems to have taken hold on Northern Ontario, and Pot Lucks and Dinners have already started, our thoughts turn to racing.  At least 1 Laser and 1 420 were seen out before the long weekend as temps were in the high 20’s and winds were approaching 25K.  Saturday, May 26 saw the opening dinner catered by Ali Babbas, which was well attended and enjoyed by everyone.  After dinner, all were treated to a casino night and auction, thanks to all those who donated prizes and congrats to all those who went home with them.

Racing started on Sunday May 27 with 4 Laser’s and 4 Y’s on the water.  Suzanne Montgomery along with Emily (steward) set a windward leeward course around a light and shifting southeast breeze with temps in the low 20’s.  The 1st race turned out to be reach around the buoys in 1-3 knots (3-5 k) wind.  Mike and Scott stated in the middle with Mike getting ahead and staying there all the way with Scott a few boat lengths behind 2nd.  Both Indrek 3rd and Dave 4th started at the pin end and stayed left waiting for the wind to fill in, which never happened.  After Suzanne reset the course and with the wind picking up the second race started.  This time Indrek, Dave and Scott went left. Mike, who was being gassed on the inside tacked out and went right.  Indrek 1st led all the way round followed closely by Mike 2nd and Dave 3rd then Scott 4th, a few boat lengths back.  The third race saw winds increase to about 12 knots (20 k), again all the boats went left off the line, with Indrek, Dave and Mike reaching the 1st mark in that order.  Scott who crossed Dave on upwind missed a shift and was 4th around the mark. That order stayed the same until the last leg, when Scott made up a lot of ground on the downwind leg to be right behind the other 3.  Mike and Dave went left while Indrek and Scott went out the right then tacked to come up the middle.  A big lift saw Indrek reach line first, Dave and Mike stayed out to the left waiting to tack.  Scott headed right for the pin and was able to cut off Dave as he tacked over.  Mike was far enough ahead to get 2nd as Scott 3rd pushed Dave 4th out and nipped him at the line by a second.   The Flyer fleet saw 4 boat boats out; skippers were Pierre, Rob, Warren and Brian.  Crew names were not known at the time of writing.  The results were Warren 1-1-1, Pierre2-3-2, Rob 4-2-3 and Brian 3-4-4.                                                                                                                        All in all, a great way to start off the season.  Just a quick note, Jon Hey, home from Victoria sailed his 49’er on Sunday (Parker was his crew).  This is the older brother of the 29’er, which we have seen here in the past.  It was amazing to see how fast this boat would accelerate in the light winds and would be quite a sight in the stronger winds.

Tuesday May 29 was the almost the exact opposite of Sunday with temps in the low 20’s and winds form the south west in the 12-17 knot (25-30k) range.  Judy with help of Emily set a modified Olympic triangle course.  3 Laser’s, Indrek, Scott and Bradley and then Norm who came out for the second race, were on hand.  Warren, Pierre in the Y’s and Parker with Michelle in a 420 made up the Y fleet (Y crew names were not known).  The first race saw Scott and Indrek get off the line on starboard at the committee boat end with Bradley starting in the middle.  Scott tacked over to port and got a lift, which propelled him to the first mark ahead of Indrek and Bradley.  On the reach, Scott maintained his lead, although Indrek made up lots of ground on the second reach and on the second downwind was able to get ahead of Scott.  Indrek was able to keep his lead all the way to take 1st followed closely by Scott then Bradley.  The second race saw the appearance of Norm Hey out for the first time since his cycling accident, last year.  Judy called for windward leeward course as the wind picked up and the temp dropped.  This time, Indrek rounded first followed by Norm who rounded next, followed by with Scott inches from his transom.  Scott then proceeded to go over as he missed his tiller during the rounding while trying to miss Norm.  Although he righted quickly he was facing the wrong direction a while trying to round up and continue went over again.  This time, while close to shore and shivering, decided to call it a night and went in.  The rest of the race saw Indrek maintain his lead followed by Norm and then Bradley.  Kudos to Bradley, who was able to stay up right and finish both races.  The Y fleet saw Warren win both races, Parker was next with 2, and Pierre who went 3,3.  Of note the 420 lost their rudder and had to be towed in.                                                                                 Although there was a lot of wind for the second race day of the year; it was enjoyed by those there.

Thursday May 31, brought out the most sailors so far this year.  Seven Lasers, 3 Y’s and 1 420 were on hand.  Two stewards, with the help of Pierre set a windward leeward course.  The wind, if any, was from the southeast at oh, maybe 1-3 knots (3-5k) and the temp was about 18 under mostly sunny skies.  For the Laser’s there was Indrek, Dave, Scott, Bradley, with Tony, Gary H and Judy all making their first appearance.  The first race saw Dave and Scott get the best start with Indrek and Tony next followed by the rest.  Indrek was quoted as saying; “it took me a full minute to cross the line at the gun”.  Dave rounded first followed closely by Scott then Bradley who went to far left and missed the shift.  The downwind saw Dave and Scott stay close followed by Indrek, Tony then Bradley, Gary then Judy. That order stayed the same till the last downwind, when Indrek caught up to make it a 3-way race, as Scott passed Dave to round 1st.  Dave stayed on starboard while Scott tacked to port.  Indrek followed Dave to starboard but was a little to far back to challenge.  Scott panicked at this point as he and Dave were heading the same direction but on different tacks so he tacked with no speed and lost his lead.  Dave was able to maintain his speed and reached the line 1st just in front of Scott 2nd followed by Indrek 3rd.  Tony was able to separate himself from the rest and took 4th followed by Brad 5th, Judy 6th got passed Gary 7th.  Judy was heard saying “thanks Gary for letting me get by…” The second race saw Bradley as the only Laser along with Y’s.  In the Y fleet Pierre (solo) 1, 1 was able to best Warren 2,2 with Bradley; the only Laser left got 1st.    

So the first week of racing comes to an end, as a whole range of conditions were experienced.  As the weather warms up we should see more sailors coming out.  Just a quick note, thanks to Gary, and Martha who came down and turned on the coffee pot and brought the donuts on Thursday while Gary sailed, for putting out coffee and donuts after the racing this week, it was nice to have something hot on a cool evening.

Here’s an appropriate saying for a lot of us:

"Captains have great imaginations for disaster”

Scott
