Week 4

ValeInco Regatta

June 18-19




Close start for the Y’s.



Lasers approaching the leeward mark.



Match racing in the MOB fleet.

June 18-19 saw the return of the ValeInco Regatta, on Saturday 6 Lasers, 3 Y’s and 2 Mob’s were on hand for the festivities.  The weekend saw sunny weather with temperatures expected to be in the mid 20’ with a wind out of the northeast: at 9:00am on Saturday a steady 10 knots gusting to 15, at 10:00am it dropped to about 8 knots gusting to 10.  Sunday brought winds from the north at about 8 knots that went up and down all day.  Dave, Indrek, Mike and Scott were in Lasers from the home club while Jack Pearce and junior Forest Wachholz travelled from Barrie to round out the Laser Fleet.  Pierre with crew Nicholas Coutu, Warren with crew Meghan Wismer from the home club and Colin Swail and Richard Hart who travelled up from Ottawa, made up the Y fleet.  The Rupert family were on one Mob while Jorge and Rob (with daughter) and were on the other Mob.  Judy, along with Allison and Emily, did a great job setting a modified triangle course that utilized most of the open water in front of the club.  With the wind shifting almost 30 degrees she made the best of it, splitting the difference.  Ten races in total were held, six on Saturday and 4 on Sunday, with each race lasting approx 35-40 minutes.  Racing began at 10:00am sharp both days with Y’s going first followed by the Lasers then the Mob’s.  

Someone getting out front early and staying there and someone getting behind early and staying there highlighted the weekends Laser races.  Many tight mark roundings were seen and some carnage as well, just ask Mike and Scott.  Lots of passes were seen on the reaches and downwinds and some great gains were made, as the wind was very shifty and gusty and at some points there was no wind at all.  At one point Scott saw both Mike and Forest tack on what looked like a big lift (turned out to be a big header) only to have his boat crash over top of him, while he was righting his boat he saw Dave behind him get flattened by the same gust too.  On the upwinds, it seemed the fleet would split far left and far right only meet up again just before the mark.  As Jack put I, “sail to where the wind is coming from, chances the first big puff will come from there”, good advice.  You know things are fluky when Mike comes 5th in race 2 when he crashed his boat down on top of Forest at the leeward mark and in race 4, Indrek is 5th and Jack is 6th, what’s up with that.  Race 10 saw Mike last and Dave 5th last.   Scott gave Dave a little ding in the hull just before the windward in race 2 when he tacked to port only to have Mike right there to block his path, so bang.  Lastly and not so fluky, was that Scott had a couple of leads that he could not hold.  

In the Y fleet, it seemed very much like match racing, that’s how close the fleet were together.  The out of towner’s had a breakdown in race 7 when their jib halyard let go, but they were back on the water with borrowed boat in race 9.  Finally the MOBs, as Rob put it, “there were some really close crosses out there”, and meaning that the racing was really close.  

The final results, after 2 drops saw Mike win in the Laser fleet by 1 point over Indrek, as Mike put, “I wanted a couple of high drops, but not that high”.  Indrek, who took 2nd, stood up in his boat and yelled “Yeah” at he end of the last race, which he won, who says there’s no emotion out there.  Dave, who traded positions with Jack all weekend, eeked out 3rd place by just 1 point just ahead of Jack.  Forest at the tender age of age 14, took 5th, this was his 5th regatta of the season.  Scott, who had an up and down weekend, mostly down chalked it up to learning experience, took 6th.

In the Y fleet, Warren squeezed past Pierre by 1 point after the drops (they were tied before the drops) took 1st place followed by the out-of-towners Carl and Richard in 3rd.

The Rupert Family won the Mob fleet followed by Jorge and Rob. 

Saturday night saw a buffet feast put on by Pierre and his team, all who were there enjoyed the great meal, fine weather and good company.  Lunches were an ample supply of cold cuts, buns, deserts and cold drinks.  Thanks to all worked on the food service.

All the racers wish to thank to all of those who put on the regatta and see you next year. 

Club Racing

Back to club racing, its been a trying year with bouts of rain, no wind and cool temps. 

This week was no different as both Tuesday and Thursday were cancelled.  That makes 5 race days and 6 cancellations so far this year.  Not a good start.

Lets hope this Sunday is better, looks like it is supposed to sunny, lets hope there’s wind.

Remember:  "Without patience, a sailor I would never be."

Good advice so far this year.
Scott

