Race Report
Week 10, 2010


SYC Opti sailors at Port Credit .

This week, a report on the National Event at the National Yacht Club and “Its Not Easy Being Green” event

It’s Not Easy Being Green Clinic and Regatta.

A little sun, a little wind, a little rain, and some velocity changes during the day made for a perfect opportunity for young Optimist sailors to test their skills at the 'It's Not Easy Being Green Regatta' held on Friday, August 6, 2010 at the Port Credit Yacht Club in Mississauga, Ontario. 

'The brain child of the PCYC Learn to Sail Committee, this idea was felt to be a non-threatening way for the Opti Green sailors to enter their first competition,' commented Ethel Thayer. After the inaugural year in 2006, the parents suggested that the day before the regatta always be a day of training and coaching on how to do a race, which has been instituted ever since. Children from Port Credit Yacht Club, Royal Canadian Yacht Club, Sudbury Yacht Club, and Burlington Sailing and Boating Club participated in the event. There was also on the water coaching and judging to improve sailing skills and the understanding of the rules. 

Each child received a trophy of participation, there were draw prizes, and a wonderful BBQ with hamburgers and fries. In the words of a competitor, 'It was the best day ever and I learned a lot of things.'
Tuesday:  

A thunderstorm passed through at 5:30 bringing strong wind and heavy rain, then clearing and sun with no wind.  A recipe for no sailing.

Thursday:  

Finally a night of sailing, but it was almost not to be as a storm front blew through again at 5:30, this time some strong gusts but no rain or thunder.  Six Laser’s, two Y’s and one 420 were ready to go.  Judy set a triangle course as winds were out of the northwest at about 8-10 knots.  Scott, Gary, Jeff, along with juniors Conor, Elijah and Will, all juniors using radials, made up the Laser fleet while Pierre solo and Rob with crew Bruce made up the Y fleet and Parker and Michelle were out on the 420.  Parker, Michelle and Conor all are preparing for the upcoming summer games.  Will is a former sailing school participant and now is member of the junior development race team at RCYC in Toronto.

Gary dominated the 1st race going left while most others stayed in the centre, result was Gary followed by Will then Elijah a the first mark.  Scott thinking he was smarter ended up 5th at the mark.  Jeff who hit the mark had to do turns was next followed by Conor.  This order stayed the same till the end as Gary claimed victory for the 1st time this year.  The second race saw all fleets start together, Scott got the best start for the Lasers and got to the upwind mark first followed by Gary then Jeff.  Gary thought he had an advantage on Scott by going left again, but this time Scott stayed on the same course all the way to the mark getting lifted all the way.  On the Downwind Gary and Jeff were making gains on Scott but at the mark rounding Scott was able to get tight to the mark and keep his advantage keeping Jeff and Gary on his lee and he pushed them both out all the way the way to finish giving Scott his first official victory, woo hoo!

Sunday:

Again, a day of little wind and no sailing.

Y-Flyer Internationals

On the weekend of July 22-23-24-25, three of our Y-Flyer’s traveled to Ohio to compete in the 2010 Y-Flyer International Regatta.  Pierre, Rob and Suzanne and Warren with son Alex all made the trip.  Thursday was spent getting the boats measured and rigged up, Friday the racing started, with winds reaching 20 knots it was too strong for Alex, so unfortunately he had to be replaced.  As luck had it, a sub was found and Warren could continue to race.  Strong winds continued to blow all weekend leaving the sailors pretty exhausted.  Rob reported he was disqualified in one race due to bias judging and sour grapes on the part of the American boat and even though another boat was there to tell his side of the story, the jury did not listen and Rob was out.  Overall results had Pierre and crew Madeline Mehler in 10th, with Rob and Suzanne in 15th and Warren and crew Lisa King in 16th.  Congratulations to all who competed.

The National Event

Parker and Michelle traveled to the National Yacht Club in Toronto last weekend to sail in the National Event 29’er class.  Three boats competed and Parker and Michelle came 2nd.  The leading boat were sailors who have competed at the world championship level and Parker and Michelle were able to keep up to them most of the time.

Remember, “For right of way, gross tonnage rules.”

The Not So Anonymous Laser Racer.

