Week 1 2011
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Lauren sailing in Victoria: Feb 21,  2011.
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Jon on his 49’er in Victoria: Feb 21, 2011

Ahoy racers, finally the racing season has begun.  After a long winter and a cold spring racing got under way on Sunday.  A total of 6 boats were on the water, 4 Lasers: Indrek, Dave, Scott and Lauren, who is home from Fort McMurray for her graduation.  She was quite happy to get out racing, as it will probably be her only time this year.  Along with 2 Y’s: Pierre with Brian and Warren with Mike. The wind was out of the southwest at 10-12 knots (about 20 kilometres/hour), with the sun peeking in and out of the clouds.  When the sun was out it was almost hot and when no sun it was cool.  The water was, is (a couple of us can attest to) quite cold still.  Judy and the new steward ran 3 races, 2 windward leeward and 1 triangle.  The Y’s only sailed the last 2 races as they were on shore rigging during the 1st race.  

The first race for the Lasers was a windward leeward course.  The start was fairly even as Dave tried a port start, Scott and Lauren got off the line 1st and 2nd, with Indrek slightly behind.  Dave had to tack over to starboard as his port failed to give him any advantage.  Scott and Lauren sailed to the left side while Indrek went right.  Scott, who was inside Lauren, tacked over to port, while Lauren followed him, then proceeded to capsize (a cool dip, as she put it).  At the windward mark, Indrek was 1st, Scott was 2nd, but he went over as his boat fell on top of him, while both Dave and Lauren passed him.  Scott righted fairly quickly, as the cool, or as he put it, cold water made him scramble.  The race stayed fairly tight all the way round to the finish, as Indrek took the win followed by Lauren, who nipped Dave at the line by a nose followed by Scott, who was about 20 seconds behind Dave.

The second race saw the appearance of the Y’s who started first followed by the Lasers.  The course was changed to a triangle.  The start saw Lauren and Scott get off 1st and 2nd, followed closely by Indrek then Dave who started near the middle of the line.  Again Indrek tacked out early looking for clear air while Dave went way left.  Scott and Lauren stayed in the middle.  Lauren rounded 1st followed Scott, then Dave and Indrek.  As the fleet headed for the leeward mark, Scott realized it was a triangle course and headed to the reach mark calling the other boats to follow (what sportsmanship or what a fool).  At the reach mark Lauren still led followed by Scott then Dave close behind while Indrek who did not see right away the new mark, was way back, but not for long.  Lauren and Scott both gibed to port while Dave and Indrek stayed on the starboard tack.  Lauren was able to keep her led followed by Indrek, who went high was 2nd to round followed by Dave then Scott.  On the last downwind leg Dave was able to drive Scott to the right and keep his position as he rounded the leeward mark.  Lauren was able to hold off Indrek for the win.  Dave tacked immediately after the mark and was able to stay ahead of Scott to take 3rd while Scott a few seconds behind took 4th.  

The third race saw all the boats start at once, with ever-present Y’s around you had to be on your toes.  The Lasers seemed to get slightly ahead of the Y’s at the start but Pierre was able to tack out and get a lead.  Warren was on the same tack as Scott, Lauren and Dave was able to push the Lasers out to the left side before he tacked over.  Indrek was able to get clean air and reach the mark 1st behind Pierre.  Lauren was next, followed by Dave then Scott who had some slow tacks.  That order stayed the same as the all the way around.  Scott caught a huge puff at the leeward mark and closed a lot of ground on Lauren to finish just behind her.  Dave was able to use his downwind speed to pull away from Lauren to get 2nd behind Indrek, who was fast all day.

For the first series of the year the racing was quite competitive.  It was good to see Lauren get a win for what will likely be her only appearance of the year.  For Dave, Scott and Indrek it was just the start of a busy summer.

The Y’s ran 2 races, both won by Pierre, followed by Warren.

Races were held on Tuesday and Thursday with the results being posted on the 2011 results page on the web site.  As I was not present, no report will be forth coming, except to say that Indrek is off to fast start posting 6 wins in 7 starts!

Remember: "The difference between a fit  sailor and a weak sailor is that the fit sailor has the ability to think at the end of the race"
Scott
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