Race Report 


Sunny, warm and windy!

Week 2 2010

ValeInco Regatta

June 19-20

Lasers, Radials, Y-Flyers, All others Welcome

Tuesdays racing was cancelled due to lack of wind!

Thursday saw 7 Lasers: Dave, Norm, Jeff, Indrek, Mike, Scott, Parker and 1 Y with Pierre and Brian on the start line.  Temperatures were in the high teens, with a sun and cloud mix.  Winds were out of the northeast at about 5 knots.

Judy and Andrew (new club Steward) set a windward leeward course.  One race was held as the wind was dwindling as the evening progressed.  A clean start was had by all as Scott, the most leeward boat, got off a lift after tacking to port and made the mark 1st followed closely by the rest of the fleet.  The downwind leg saw the boats bunch up as a puff brought everybody even.  Room was called for as a number of boats converged at the mark.  Indrek rounded 1st followed by Parker then Scott.  Most of the fleet stayed on the right side as Dave and Jeff tacked over to starboard.  The order stayed the same until Mike saw a shift on the left side, “I saw a shift and couldn’t believe nobody went with me.”  He was able to get the mark 1st followed Parker then Indrek, Scott, Norm, Jeff and Dave who fouled Indrek and had to penalty turns.  The downwind leg was a test of patience as the wind was dying.  Mike was out front and would not be caught for 1st he was followed by Indrek, Parker and Scott, who were lined up across the course on the right side.  Jeff, Norm and Dave were trying the left side on the opposite tack.  Indrek from the far right was able to get to the mark 1st followed closely by Parker then Scott.  Indrek tacked over to starboard and ran into the Y coming down the leg and got stuck in his shadow while both Parker and Scott stayed on port.  Scott tacked over first and was covered by Parker and both got a big lift heading for the pin leaving Indrek behind.  With Scott gaining ground, Parker tacked over first getting to the line for 2nd just ahead of Scott who was 3rd followed by Indrek in 4th.  Jeff was able to get ahead of Norm and get 5th while Norm came 6th.  Dave decided to retire and head in was DNF.  On shore talk surrounded how the wind came up then died and then came back up while we de-rigging, oh well such is life!

Sundays race was a carbon copy of Thursday; wind then no wind then wind again.  One race was run on windward leeward course set by Judy.  The race was started with 6 boats on the line.  Dave got the best start and made the windward mark 1st followed by Indrek, Scott, Gary, Tony then Jeff.  The downwind started slow with boats on different tacks trying to find the wind.  The order remained the same around the leeward mark.  Scott, Indrek and Dave stayed on port and tried the right side, as the wind seemed to be filling in.  Gary having none of that went to starboard right away and stayed in the middle, which was a good decision as he made the windward mark just behind Dave and ahead of Indrek and Scott.  Jeff and Tony also stayed in the middle and made up some ground.  On the downwind leg Dave stayed out front while Indrek and Scott were gaining on Gary.  Indrek was able to round the mark tighter than Gary and took over 2nd, while Scott rounded in 4th, stayed on port, which was big mistake because the wind disappeared and then he tired to tack over with speed, another mistake.  Tony was able to round the mark with some speed and caught up to Scott.  Dave 1st would not be caught, even though Indrek 2nd was gaining.  Gary also would not be caught, came 3rd.  Scott and Tony were converging at the line on opposite tacks, Tony on starboard forced Scott to tack away and was able to grab 4th while Scott was a close 5th.  Jeff decided to call it a day on the slow downwind and took a DNF.  As the wind died away completely, racing was called off for the day.  Just as the boats were docking the wind piped up again and the sailors were left standing on shore shaking their heads.

All in all a pretty frustrating week of sailing, only 2 races run with 1 complete wash out.

Lets hope for some better conditions for next week with the ValeInco regatta next weekend.  Reports are that a number of sailors from Barrie are making the trip up.  Lets show them some true Sudbury Laser hospitality. 

Remember, "If you think you should reef, then reef."
The Not So Anonymous Laser Racer.

