Week 2 & 3 2011

Week 2&3 saw some wind, no wind, some rain, some sun and some down right cold.  There was racing Tuesday June 7 and Thursday June 9 but no racing Sunday June 5, Sunday June 12 and Tuesday June 14 and Thursday June 16.  With the ValeInco regatta coming up, we have not had much time to prepare and some have not been out at all, I guess life and a lack of wind gets in the way.  A quick note on some other happenings, Parker will be sailing out of the Royal Canadian Yacht Club (RCYC) on the junior high performance team this year, as skipper of his 29’er with his cousin.  So far this year they have been to 2 regattas, results were: 2nd out of 3 at the High Performance Team Regatta at RCYC April 29-30 on Lake Ontario, brr… and a 9th out of 15 at the Ice Breaker Regatta at the Toronto Sailing and Canoe Club May 21-22.  Also racing early this year were Pierre and Rob, who made the trek to South Carolina in March to sail in the Y-Flyer Mid Winters, results were: Pierre 13th, Rob and Suzanne 19Th and former club member Bob Somek 20Th out of 24.  According to Rob, the first day:  not much wind and virtual tornados the second day. Congrats to all who raced.

Back to club racing, with weather being so fickle this year, its hard to keep track what days we did race and what days we didn’t race.

Tuesday June 7 was sunny and hot with a chance of thunder all day.  By the time the boats were ready to get on the water the wind was 10-15 knots out the southwest.  Judy set a triangle course for 4 Lasers Dave, Indrek, Gary and Scott along with Robert and Pierre in the Y’s.  The first Laser start saw all boats get off fairly even, Indrek who tacked to port right off the start got the mark first followed by Dave who was on the starboard layline, Scott who came to the mark on port tried to squeeze in between Dave and the mark, probably committed 3 fouls at the same time. 1) He tacked to close to the mark, within 2 boat lengths (not sure about that one).  2) He was very close to hitting Dave and I am not sure if I forced Dave off his line. 3) But he defiantly hit the mark.  So the result was a capsize and 2 penalty turns allowing Dave and Gary to round ahead him and pull away to gibe mark.  The rest of the way around stayed pretty much the same with Indrek taking the win followed by Dave, Gary and Scott who could not catch up although he was only about a minute behind Gary.  The race took about 26 minutes to complete.  The Y-Flyer results were Pierre 1st and Rob 2nd, the crews were not known although I think Pierre had Brain on board.  As the weather started to deteriorate, Judy sent he fleet in, fearing thunder and lightning were on the horizon.  

Thursday June 9 saw cool, may-be even cold temps with some sun and winds out of the northeast at about 10-12 knots.  Four Lasers and 3 Y’s on hand as Judy set an upwind downwind course with fairly short leeward mark to finish leg and lengthy start to windward mark leg.  Indrek, Dave, Scott and Mike, making his first appearance, were on the line for the Lasers while Warren with Bruce, Pierre, and a new junior crew were in the Y’s.  The first race saw Scott try a port start at the pin while everyone else was on starboard at the committee boat, but because the line was short the 3 starboard boats were spread out across the line forcing Scott to go below them.  Mike got the best start and led followed by Dave then Indrek and Scott right behind.  The order stayed the same, as both Mike and Dave were able to pull away on the downwind leg.  Mike was able to nip Dave at the finish, while Indrek was able to stay ahead of Scott for 3rd.  The next race saw an even start as all boats were on starboard, Although Mike could have forced Scott off the line, but as he said “I gave you a gift”.  All the boats stayed in sync to windward mark as Mike rounded 1st followed by Dave then Indrek then Scott right behind.  Mike showed great downwind speed and was able to pull ahead while Dave, Indrek the Scott stayed close together.  The long upwind saw Mike maintain his lead, while the 3 others jockeyed for position.  The order stayed the same, as Mike was able to keep his big lead and take the win, but on the downwind leg Scott caught right up and as Indrek rounded, Dave was right behind followed by Scott right on his stern. Indrek and Dave stayed on port forcing Scott to tack out.  Dave tried to force Indrek wide then tack over and head for the line.  In a result this sailor has never seen, Dave and Indrek finished in virtual tie.  Meanwhile, Scott tacked back to port and finished about 10 seconds behind.  Both races took about 30 minutes to complete.  Even though it was cool evening the racing was hot!  The Y’s saw Pierre win both races followed by Warren and then the juniors.  It looked like match racing as both Pierre and Warren tacked on each other and the racing was really close.  A quick note about the young crew, they are from the Navy League and are now members of the club.  I believe they were training for a regatta in Kingston this weekend against other Navy League crews.  Good luck to them.

Well that’s all for this week, next week the ValeInco Regatta report and week 4 results.

Remember:  "start first and increase your lead".
Scott

