Race Report
Week 7, 2010




Warren and Tony having a good time.

North Shore Regatta 

Report follows.

Tuesday:  

As the North Shore Regatta approaches; lots of Lasers were on the water for preparation.  Lauren confirmed that some junior sailors would compete in the Radial category of the event, which will give some of the Barrie junior sailors some competition.

A total of 13 Lasers, two Y’s and one 420 were on the water for 3 races on a windward leeward course.  Wind was from the northeast at 5-7 knots and temperatures were a warm 28 degrees. With all the boats out, it was hard to get read on the entire goings on, so here goes.  The first start was clean with Indrek, Norm and Scott getting to the 1st mark in that order.  Dave then Jon, Gary, Tony, Lauren and the rest of the fleet followed.  Norm nipped Indrek at the line in close finish for 1st.  Scott, looking behind and seeing Dave capsize on the downwind, cruised to 3rd.  Dave recovered in time to take 4th in front of Jon 5th followed by Gary 6th, Tony 7th, John 8th and Lauren 9th.  The juniors were led by Connor, who will compete in the Boys Laser Radial division of the Ontario Summer Games, along with Elijah, Katie and Meghan….  The Second race again saw a clean start with Indrek getting the hole shot followed by Dave then Norm.  Lauren was next followed by Jon Hey then John Lemay.  Scott was 7th followed by Tony, Gary then Connor.  The 3rd race saw a general recall with all boats including the 2 Y’s and the 420 starting together.  Judy put up the I flag, yellow with black circle, meaning that if you were over early you had to sail around the ends and restart.  The juniors did not compete in this race.  The next start was clean with Norm and Jon getting away first followed by Indrek, then Gary and Dave.  Scott then Tony brought up the rear.  It was good to see the juniors getting involved and they should provide some good competition for the Barrie juniors.

In the Y fleet, Pierre got the better of Rob in both races.  Parker and Michelle were out in the 420 practicing for the upcoming summer games.  

Thursday:  

Thursday night brought cloudy skies and the chance of rain and possible thunder, a quick check of the radar showed the worst seemed to have passed so racing was on.  A total of nine Lasers and 1 Y Flyer were out for the 2 races set by Judy.  The wind was from the southwest with some gusts hitting 15 knots with rain falling periodically.  Greg and Aiden Dalton were out for their races of the year.  Aiden being a junior sailed with radial rig.  The first race saw Norm, Jon, Indrek and Scott get away in front followed by Jeff, Gary then Tony.  Greg and Aiden were next.  This order stayed the same until Scott dropped his main sheet on the last downwind leg and saw his boom go all the way around to the front of the boat.  Right after he got it back he death rolled in big gust.  Needless to say he brought up the rear.  Norm won the race followed by Jon, Indrek, Jeff, Gary, Tony, Scott then Greg and Aiden.  The 2nd race had a clean start; both Greg and Aiden were sent away to early start.  Norm, Indrek, Scott and Jon again got out to early lead followed by Tony, Jeff and Gary.  Indrek was forced to do a penalty turn after hitting the leeward mark after by being forced inside by Pierre. The order stayed that way until the last upwind mark.  Norm had inside position with Jon next while Indrek had a slight lead on Scott.  Pierre in the Y and Greg were in the area just to make things more interesting.  Norm rounded 1st followed by Jon who got in wind shadow causing his boat to lose power and capsize on top of him allowing both Indrek and Scott to get ahead of him.  Both Tony and Jeff were also able to get around Jon before he righted to stay ahead of Gary.  Norm took 1st followed by Indrek 2nd then Scott in 3rd.  Jeff 4th was followed by Tony 5th Jon 6th and Gary 6th.  Both Aiden and Greg finished the race as well.  It was good warm up for the upcoming North Shore Regatta this weekend

North Shore Regatta

The NorthShore Regatta of 2010 did not disappoint any of those sailors who attended.  A total of 26 boats were rigging on Saturday morning, while a tempest was waiting for them out on the water.  15 Lasers, 8 Radials and 3 Y Flyers were set to go out for the day.  Because the Dragon boats were racing Saturday, the course venue was moved down past the 2 islands in front of the club.  At 9:30am the winds were up to 10 knots and temperatures were projected at 25 C.  Most sailors had a wonderfully fast down wind sail to the course.  Warren on his Y Flyer, with son Alex as crew, capsized on the way out and returned to shore as it was too strong for the under weight team.  At 10:00am sharp, with winds in the 15-knot range, the Y’s got under way, followed by the Lasers then the Radials.  In prelude of what was to come, there were many capsizes during the pre-race activities and lots of very fast reaches.  Three races were run for each fleet, as everybody was getting wet from the spray off the hulls.  Tony, in the Laser fleet, had to retire during the 1st race due to technical problems and wound up back out on the water crewing for Warren after he dropped off his son Alex.  The Laser fleet saw lots of capsizes and some very fast reaches and scary down winds.  The Radials, who sailed a shorter course inside the Laser course, also saw lots people over during the 3 races but all of them sailed the 3 races.  The Y Flyer races were also very close.  Judy did a great job setting the course and keeping the committee boat stationary.  At noon all sailors were sent in for lunch.  This was a long haul upwind and by the time everyone got in, they were all ready for food.  A great lunch was served and I think all on shore enjoyed the rest.  Racing for the afternoon was to resume at 1:45pm.  Most boats made it to the course and the Y-Flyer’s went off on time.  Two minutes after the Y’s started, 2 of them capsized and Judy put up the postponement flag as the winds gusted to up to 25 knots.  All racing was put on hold for the moment and the Y fleet was restarted as the Lasers blasted around waiting their start and the Radials were tossed about as well.  As the afternoon progressed it became obvious that the wind was too strong for the Radials so for their own safety they were sent in after completing 1 race.  A total of three races were run for the Lasers and the Y’s.  One of the Y’s broke their tiller extension and was looking for a dock to tie up to when he ran aground breaking his rudder ending his day.  Laser racing was tight with some of the fastest reaches this sailor has ever experienced.  The up wind legs were very tiring and number of capsizes ensued allowing a number of passes.  Probably the hardest part of the day was the long sail back to club, all upwind.  Leaders after the 1st day in the Laser fleet were Mike 1st, Dave 2nd, Jack 3rd, Norm 4th, and Chris Sivers 5th and Indrek 6th.  In the Radial fleet it was Forrest 1st, Sam 2nd, and Connor 3rd.  In the Y fleet it was Pierre and Alain Landry 1st, Rob and Chris Coutu 2nd, and Warren with Tony Hick 3rd.  There were lots of tired sailors on shore after the days racing.

Sunday was the exact opposite of Saturday with sunny skies and no wind.  Racing was to begin at 10:00am sharp, but no one moved from shore.  Finally the committee boat went out to get things under way but to no avail, no wind.  With about half the fleet out on the water playing around, sunning and trying to flip each others boat, the decision was made to wait until 11:30am to see if the wind would fill in, if not the days racing would be cancelled.  At about 11:28am a breeze came up and finally racing would get under way.  A triangle course was set for all fleets and racing commenced.  On one of the flukiest days ever, boats that were 1st around one mark were last around the next mark.  You just had to be in the right place at the right time.  For instance one boat that was last around the last mark, wound up 5th at the finish passing 7 boats.  

So that put a wrap on the weekends racing.  A total of 7 races for the Y and Laser fleets and 5 for the Radial fleet were completed.  That meant each fleet would get throw out, which changed some of the overall placings.  In the Laser Fleet Mike was the overall winner with a total of 12 points followed by Jack Pierce with 15, then Dave 19, Norm 23, Chris Sivers 24 and Indrek also with 24.  Next was Lauren with 47, Scott 48, Jeff 49, Chris Hey 50, Gary 54, Bill Evans 76, John Shouldice 83, Greg Dalton 87 and Tony Hick 96.  Some very close finishes there.  In the Y fleet Pierre with crew Alain Landry were 1st with 8 points followed by Rob and crew Chris Coutu with 13, then Warren, who had Tony crew on Saturday and son Alex on Sunday, with 15 points.  In the Radial fleet Forrest Wachholz was 1st with 5 points followed by Sam Cullen with 10, Connor Blayney and Francesca Bray tied with 15 points, then Elijah Wismer with 17, Sylwin Yang 19, Meghan Wismer 22 and Aidan Spoel with 24.  I have to give the juniors sailing the Radials a big round of applause as they showed some superior skill in some very tough conditions.

A big thanks go out to all the people who helped out on the weekend.  First to Judy and crew who did a wonderful job on the water running the show and To Pat who looked after things on shore.  To the lunch and supper crews for doing wonderful job, and finally to Dave, the Laser fleet captain, for putting all of these really smart people in place to do theirs jobs, way to go Dave. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Barrie crew, who made the trip up for the 2nd time this summer.  I hope you enjoyed yourselves and our hospitality.  Remember, that’s 2 windy regattas this summer.  If you go to the SYC web site and click on the racing tab there are the final results and whole bunch of pictures of the weekend. 

Bye the way, good luck to Indrek Aavisto and Jack Pierce, who are sailing this weekend at Sturgeon Lake at the Canadian Laser Masters Championship.  Also Pierre, Rob and Warren are all taking Y Flyers to Ohio this weekend for the Y Flyer Internationals.  Good Luck to all.

Remember, “Keep the sails dry”

Good one for the races last weekend!

The Not So Anonymous Laser Racer.

